
Petition for the re-establishment of a Hanover Social Psychology 
that is viable for research, teachings, and criticism 

 
As a part of the interdisciplinary, critical Social Sciences in Hanover, Social Psychology 
had, previously, never been content with merely describing or arranging social conditions, 
but rather applied itself to researching issues of where the destitution of people in this 
society originates from and how the connection between indivual vs. society under 
specific historical structures and relations of domination is performed. In the course of 
converting universities into market-oriented service providers this approach is now about 
to fold. 
 
Originally established as political psychology (i.e. a psychology that takes a stand on social 
conditions), Social Psychology was meant to support and complement the other two 
mainstays of Hanover Social Sciences - Sociology and Political Sciences - in their socio-
critical orientation. Referring to a tradition of psychoanalytically substantiated social 
research, it used to focus on the unconscious dimensions of human behaviour. To this day, 
social psychology is characterized by its contentual main foci e.g. the analysis of 
phenomena of violence (youth violence; torture and rape; amok; infanticide, child abuse 
and neglect), research on National Socialism, antsemitism, prejudices and right-wing 
extremism, works on gender studies and the investigation of social causes of addiction 
and anxiety phenomena. 
Meanwhile unique in the German-speaking world, this critical psychoanalytical approach 
is still highly popular with students.  
 
Regardless of the topical relevance and societal significance of a correspondingly 
conceived social psychology and despite the field’s popularity among students, this form 
of social sciences has already been disintegrated to a large degree and is thus threatened 
with its erasure from the German academic landscape. Not only has the once basic 
scientific approach Political Psychology been dwindled into a department among others. 
Subsequent to radical job cuts and due to an institutional amalgamation with the 
department for sociology, Social Psychology has been increasingly marginalized. 
Accordingly, the possibility to re-advertise for a professorship for Political Psychology that 
is vital for the preservation of a critical psychoanalytical approach have receded into far 
distance. 
 
Labelling critical Social Psychology as a scientific phase-out model is apparently 
influenced by a worrying general restructuring of universities into mere suppliers for 
politics and economy. The managerial acquisitive logics according to which the new 
universities are evaluated and remodelled stand in marked contrast to the freedom of 
research and teachings that is indispensable for scientific thought and an anticipated 
democratisation of universities.  
Why these devastating processes of restructure can take their course so smoothly while 
neither students nor university staff offer serious resistance is in itself a question that can 
only be answered with the means of a critical Social Psychology.  
 
As yet, an emancipatory idea of Social Psychology that advances critical social scientific 
thinking and research in Hanover is still being conducted and vehemently defended by us. 
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We, the Association Critical Social Psychology, are students of past and present Social 
Sciences paths of study at Hanover Leibniz University.  
The association demands that - particularly in these times of change - decision-makers, 
lecturers, and students of Social Sciences institutions fundamentally reflect and discuss 
their decisions and acting and consequentially adjust their praxis according to these 
reflective processes.  
In its current shrunk state and with a lack of long-term planning securities Hanover Social 
Psychology is neither able to work, teach, research nor publish adequately. A plannable 
and appropriately supervised course of study has to be warranted for each and every 
student - not only on paper, but also in practice. This, of course, is not about returning to a 
reminiscence of supposedly „good old days“. The submission of research and teachings to 
the principles of profit maximisation leads to the loss of any research distance and critical 
faculty. As a result, we will have to establish new resources that are free from inherent 
economical and political necessities and create, advance and support structures allowing 
for self-critical and thus socio-critical research, teachings and studying.  
 
Social and intellectual responsibility compels us not only to simply pointing out these 
grievances, but to demand the immediate re-establishing of a Social Psychology in 
Hanover that is able to research, teach and criticise without restrictions. This is the only 
way in which this unique tradition of critical psychoanalytical Social Sciences can be 
saved. 
 

 2


